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Observations on the Present State of 
Religion in the World. 


Continued from p. 196. 


With pleasure, Mr. Editor, I could 
dwell much longer on this subject, and 
roceed to give you an account of the 
Seciety for the relief of poor Clergy- 
men; of the Prayer-Book and Homi- 
ly Society ; of that for Promoting the 
observance of Sunday; of those for 
the Relief of the Poor; of the African 
Society; of those for the Suppression 
of vice; of the National Society, for- 
med for the Education of the poor; 
and various others. But the reci- 
tal would probably become, if it has 
not already become, tedious to your 





To these might also be added ac- 
counts of several American Societies, 
formed for similar purposes, and fair- 
lyentitled to the high respect of their 
countrymen. Buta particular men- 
tion of ajl these must be omitted. 

I cannot, however, persuade myself 
to by atrain of Sscieties, formed, 
oad. sapialy increasing in this coun- 
try for the education of pious young men 
in indigent circumstances, and destined 

for the Ministry of the Gospel. No In- 
stitution can be more happily directed. 
None is more absolutely needed. By 
a small number of noble-minded and 
excellent persons, whose names will 
go down with distinguished and in- 
creasing honour through the ages of 
the Millennium, a Seminary has been 
founded at Andover B sremrmepie bes 
for the professional education of Can- 


didates for the Ministry. For such of 
these, as are unable to support them- 
selves, maintenance, aud, for all, gra- 
tuitious instruction, has been provided 
with a munificence unrivalled, at least 
in this country. Still the means of 


supplying the Academical education, 


previously necessary, were wanting. 
To furnish them, a great number of 
pious and charitable have uni- 
ted in different Societies; and have 
already contributed very honourably 
to this benevolent purpose. In no 
other manner can it be accomplished. 
The University of Cambridge, and 
Union College at Schenectady, both 
possess considerable funds for charit- 
able objects. But both are entirely in- 
adequate to the demand. The num- 
ber of Ministers, wasted in this coun- 
try, is very great. New-England, 
which probably educates more than 
all the rest of the Union, can scarcely 
fill her own vacancies. Those, tliere- 
fore, which abound in other parts of 
our country, must, as things have 
heretofore gone on, remain through a 
period, whose termination cannot be 
foreseen. 

This subject has been lately, and 
forcibly, called up to the view of the 
public. In consequence of this event, a 
considerable number of the Socicties, 
mentioned above, have been formed ; 
and provision to an important extent 
has been made by their agency for the 
relief of such youths, of the above de- 
scription, as stood in need of their as- 
sistance. 

In this labour of love the Female sex 
have not. a little distinguished them- 
selves. Permit me here, Mr. Ed- 
itor, to pay a tribute of well-earned 
respect to my fair countrywomen. In 
no work of charity are they behind 
our sex; and in many they plainly 
excel us. “The ardor, the generosity, 
the industry, the seif-denial, and the 
universality, with which in this coun- 
try they engage in every pious and 
charitable purpose form a wreath of 
glory, which will never fade. 

Numevous examples of female ex- 
cellence have existed in every age of 
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Christianity. At the trial of our 
Saviour, when the Apostles had fled, 
and on! y Johu ventured to appear by 
the side of his Lord, his femaie disci- 
ples, regardless of the danger, to which 
they were exposed from an infariated 
nnd brutal mob, surrounded the cross. 
They first visited the sepuichre of the 
Redeemer ; and to them he was pleas- 
od first to appear afer his resurree- 
wm, At Thessalonica, we are in- 
formed. nota few of the clasf women, 
aud, at Berea, not a few of the honora- 
ble women, believed, in consequence of 

the preaching of Paul and Silas. 

The first. person, who built a hospi- 
tal ia the world, was @ Christian La- 
dy at Rome, whe soldi her estate for 
charitable uses: » ‘Fo: this building she 
gathered hundreds of the sick, and 
suffering; attended them herself; and 
performed the humble oflices connect- 
ed with such an attendance. 

The Empress Placilla, wife to the 
Emperor Theodosius: the younger, 
pursued, as welearn fronr Theodoret, 
a similarcourse of beneficence; and 
seems to have thought no office too 
lowly, which was productive of relief 
to the “istressed- 

Succeediig times have witnessed 
many instances of similar excellence. 
But 1¢ is a pecaliar honour to our own 
age, that, as a sex, women have dis- 
covered, and extensively entered, the 
path, in which their peculiar glory is 
to be found. No preceding period 
has seen them in such numbers, with 
such unanimity, with such zeal, en- 
yaged in the great work of doing good. 
'Titeyv have bly alwavs constitu- 
ted at least two thirds of the whole 
€hristian community ; and have often 
adorned the Religion, which they pro- 
fessed, witii peculiar excellence and 
loveliness. They now distinetly dis- 
cern, that their benevolent efforts are 
to be directed, not to private ebjects 
only, but‘alseto those, whiclt are pub 
lic, to enlarged and expansive:charit= 
able purposes: such as the education: 
of Ministers, the distributiowof Bibles, 
aud the support of Missions. In these 


objects they haveembarked, not ony 
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with an ardour, but with an efficacy 
also, meriting the highest praise. 

The Female Societies, formed to 
promote the education of such youths, 
are much more numerous; and their 
contributions, hitherto, are, it is be- 
lieved, much mere extensive, than 
those of our sex; and many a concre- 
gation will in all probability owe, 
hereafter, its umister, and the salva- 
tion ef many of its members, under 
GOD, to female char ity. 

Of Mrs- Hunnah Moore, one of the 
brightest lights of the present age, it is 
observed by Overton, that it is net too 
much to say. that Great Britain owes 
its safety te that lady almost as much, 
aste Lord Nelson himself. Few per- 
sons of either sex have the talents of 
Mrs. Moore; but very many womer 
in the, United States appear cordially 
disposed to follow this idlustrieus ex- 
ample in demg geod. Every year 
gives us many new displaysof this de- 


lightful character. In this manner’ 


they are assuinists their true and pro- 
per importance in the scale of being. 


To them, as ethers will see, and.as, if” 


wet prevented by modesty, they them 
selves will see, the world may, and per- 
mit me teadd must,-be indebted fora 
large portion of the virtue, and happi- 
ness, Which good men ardentiy hope it 
will at no distant period obtain. To 
promote these is the only honourable 
employment of Intelligent beings ; 
and in this employment women, both 
by their ageney and their influence, 
inay acta past,-sufficiently ianportant 
to satisfy a vast ambition, and sufli- 
ciently. useful te fill the wishes of the 
most expansive benevolence. 

I have now, Mr. Editor, given you 
a summary ef those views, ‘which have 
been excited im my own mind, while 


reading a part of the Religious Histo- 


ry of our own times; and of the facts, 
by which they were excited. If ! 
mistake not, they naturally suggest se- 
yeral important considerations, which 
Ff will, take the liberty to state to 
vour readers. 

Every person, who reads these obser-~ 
vations with any attention, will distinct- 
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ly perceive,that they prove the existence 
of a new degree of Zeal in promoting 
the cause uf Religwn. This is clearly 
discernable in the. greatness of the 
numbers of those, who are engaged ; 
in their activity; and in their effica- 
cy. It is conspicuous in the resolu- 
tion, with which they encounter dan- 
gers and difficulties; in the patience, 
with which they endure; and in the 
perseverance, with which they over- 
come. It is manifested in the unre- 
mitted industry, with which new plans 
are continually formed for this great 
purpose; and in the multiplied la- 
bours, by wl ich they are carried into 
execution. It is discovered im the al- 
inost universal superiority to discour- 
agement; in the strong confidence of 
ultimate success; and in the continu- 
al increase of exertions for the attain- 
ment of the end. 

When we look at the vast variety 
of measures, formed, and executed, in 
order to compass different parts of the 
same design; we shall be satisfied, 
that the zeal is expansive, as well as 
intense; that it is directed by know- 
ledge and wisdom, and is not the off- 
spring of passion, or impulse; a zeal, 
which no enthusiast would relish, and 
no enlightened Christian blush to 
own. Many parts go toconstitute the 
mighty whole; and no part can be 
safely neglected. Many measures are 
indispensable to ultimate and comp!cte 
success; and no useful measure can 
be prudently omitted. How many of 
these parts have been already taken 
up! How many such measures have 
been adopted! The spirit, by which 
all this is done, is not a casual flame, 
lighted up for 2 moment; it is nota 
conflagration, consuming every thing 
in its way: it is the steady, genial, 
eternal warmth of the Sun or ricnr- 
EousNess; glowing in the hearts of 
the wise ahd good; communicating 
by a sacred sympathy its animating 
principle to all, whom it can reach ; 
and diffusing blessings wherever it ope- 
fates. 

Every such reader must also per- 
ceive, that the present times exhibit a 
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Liberality, equally new. This asser- 
tion, it is presumed, will need no proof. 
The paragraphs, quoted above from 
the Rev. Mr. Gisborne’s Answer to the 
Bishop of Lincoln, will sufficiently e- 
vince its truth, so far as Great Bri- 
tain is concerned. This, however, is 
but one, out of many modes, in which 
the bounty of the Christian public 
flows in copious streams. The same 
liberality has spread itt a very hon- 
ourable degree throughout various 
parts of Continental Europe; and is an- 
nually increasing. 

In the United States every person, at 
all conversant with the affairs of our 
country, must have temarked, and 
been astonished at, the wonderful 
change, which in this respect has ta- 
ken place among our citizens. A few 
years ago a contribution for religious 
purposes was hardly heard of. The 
first, of any great moment, was, I be- 
lieve, that, which was adopted, by the 
Congregations of this State, and sanc- 
tioned by its Government, on behalf 
of a Missionary Society: Of the a- 
mount of this I am ignorant; but I 
know, that it has been honourable to 
the inhabitants, and eminetiily bene- 
ficial to those new settlements, for 
which it was especially intended. A 
concise history of the proceedings of 
that Society would do them great cre- 
dit in the eyes of the public; and com- 
municate nota little pleasure, and in- 
struction, to many Christians in this 
country. In my own belief, no Soci- 
ety of the same nature has laboured 
so extensively, more faithfully, or 
more usefully. 

From the period above mentioned, 
charitable contributions for religious 
purposes have been a 
every expectation. All the”Mission- 
ary Socicties have, I believe, been 
respectably supported. The same 
thing is probably true, the circumstan 
ces considered, of all the Bible Socie-. 
ties; andof allthose, which have been 
lately instituted for the education of 
religious young men. Indeed there 
seems to be hardly avy purpose of this 
nature, which does vot share, in a 
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good degree, in the beneficence of the 
public. It onglit by no means to be 
forgotten, that in Great Britain, and 
ou the Continent of Eurape, this libe- 
rality has been originated, continued, 
and mightily increased, during a most 
expensive and calamitous war. The 
dreadtul sufferings of Farrope, and the 
immense burdens of Great Britain, 
scemed to a persen, contempiating 


this subject, to preclude every hope of 


success in such undertakings. Who, 
it might naturally be asked, can be 
expected in the midst of such suffer- 
ings, and under the pressure of sucly 
burdens, to part with his property for 
purposes of this mature? Facts have 
given att honowvable, and delightful 
answer to the question. 

The situation of the United States, 
during this period, has-not a little re- 
sembied that of Great-Britain. During 
the convulsions ef Eurepe our com- 
merce was involved in extreme diffi- 
culties ; and of course all other kinds 
of business were embarrassed. These 
troubles terminatedin a war; which 
imstead ef lesening,inereased our diffi- 
culties; and however glorious to our 
arins,.was Certainly very disastrous to 
the well-being of our citizens. A com- 
mercial ¢anvention with Creat-Britain 
followed the war; aad, though less 
suinous, has left our commerce, at 
least that of the Northern States, in a 
miserable situation. But, distressed 
as we have been, our contributiens to 
religious objects have been extensive 
and te the present time incveasing. 

These remarkable facts exhibit the 
fiberality ef the Christian public in a 
very strong, and very henourable 
light. Jt is liberality, not only exten- 
sive andgimpreeedented, but adopted, 
exerei and increased, in the midst 
ef an unusual train of difficulties and 
discouragements. If has overcome the 
sugge of avarice on the one hand, 


- and on the other, the reluctance to suf- 


fer novel’ inconveriences ; the morti- 
fication of secing our property de- 
crease, without a possibility of preven- 
tion; the distress, arising from our 
wifcriinate circumstances, and the 
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continual alarms of the times, by 
which all business has been thrown 
into a state of perplexity ; and the 
worrying apprehension of poverty ap- 
proaching to render declining life 
hopeless of comfort or support. 

(To be continued. ) 











FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 

Journal of Abdool Msssee, one of the 
Readers supported in India by the 
Church Missionary Society. 


Centinued from p..199. 


July 34, 1813.—To-day a Mahon- 
etan from Berthpore came, who is 
physician to the Rajah’s family. He 
had long ago perused the Pentateuch 
in Arabic, lent him by a Roman Cath- 
olic Priest who lived with General 

~ Dubein. About two years ago, it 
came in{o:his mind to search for trath. 
The irrecancileable contsadictions a- 
mong the diitevent Mahometan Sects 
struek him powerfully, and convinced’ 
him that trudi was net withthem. He 
read in the Koran,. that Christ is the 
Spirit of God. This gave him a high 
idea of our Saviour. He tookean op- 
portunity ef coming to Agra soon after 
that time,when he visited Mr. C. the 
Baptist Missionary, who urged him te 
an immediate profession of Christian- 
ity. Thishe was.net prepared for,but 
took a copy of St Matthew and St. 
Mark i Persian, translated by Sabat, 
and went hack to Berthpore. There 
he has been untill the present time, 
fully persuaded of the truth of Chris- 
tianity and the Divinity ef Christ, 
from the perusal ef the abeve tansla- 
tion; bub disirous ef meeting with 
come of his own countrymen whe 
could inforin bim further, he at length 
heard of AL ool, and of the kindness 
and inofiensiveness of his manneré. 
‘ This,” said he, “is the way of that 
religion.” And,on Monday,he came 
over, on purpose to meet with Abdool. 
He was led to the house of a Molwee, 
who teaches our Christian Boys Ara- 
bic, and who is very favourable to the 
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truth, so that his introduction to Ab- 
dool was thus made easy. He now 
wishes to be baptised; seems less than 
any native whom Lhave seen to consult 
with flesh amd blood; said he desired 
only to be great in the sight of God, 
and if it were his will, to be among 
the first fruits of Hindostan ; for he is 
sure that al] the land will become Chris- 
tian, and he disires to give himself te 
labour to spread the Gospel. He has 
a son eighteen years old, whom he has 
made acquainted with the change pas- 
sing in his mind; and who, he says, is, 
equally with himself, disposed to .em- 
brace the Gospel. He is gone back 
to bring this son, and what property 
he has, that he may give himself whol- 
ly to the work of the Lord. 

July 18.—This afteroon the above 
person made his appearance, with his 
son, at worship in the city. He had 
thought, he said, of sending his son 
first; but afterward reflected, “This 
is not a work to be delayed or trifled 
with.” He publicly professed, before 
all the Be assembled, that he was 
come expressly to receive baptism. 
He laid aside his turban, and knelt 
down to prayer with the Christian part 
of the assembly; on which a Mol- 
wee went away in:seeming displeas- 
ure. 

Qn Friday evening our dear friend 
Lieut. M. came from Muttra bringing 
the Bramin Boy, who says he was 
enticed, as related before; that the 
person set off the next day, taking 
with him all the clothes we had givcn 
him ; that another, companion of that 
person, gave him a meal, and persua- 
ded him to go to Muttra; that he, a- 
fraid of our dispheasure, and ashamed 
of himself, agreed; that Lieutenant 
M.’s Moonshee met with him there, 
and Lieutenants M. and T. immedi- 
ately sent for him and gave him food 
and clothes. He returned joyfully, 
and is evidently much distressed in 
mind, and afraid lest he should not be 
forgiven. 

July 21.—Yesterday afternoon, as 
Abdool was going to the city, he saw 
an old man lying under a tree im seem- 
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inggreatpain. Onalighting, he found 
hiun sensible, but in the agonies of 
death. On giving him a little water, 
he revived ; and Abdool began to speak 
4o him of Christ, of his miracles, and 
death for sin, and of the thief on the 
cross, exhorting him, now at the last, 
to believe in him for remission of sins. 
He asked the man if he understood 
him; who answered,“ Yes,” and shut 
his eyes some time : then, looking up, 
he said, “I believe on Christ,” and 
some time after expired. Notice was 
given to the Police ; and, on the body 
being viewed and leave given to bury 
it, a grave was dug, when a number of 
Hindoos came, and said, they must 
either burn the body or float it down 
the river. Of course, they were left 
to dispese of it as they chose. . 

July 23.—Te-day Abdool’s eldest 
nephew, after many solicitations, was 
examined for baptism. So long since 
as the beginning ef May, he had been 
observed diligent in secret duties; and 
the questions which he asked discov- 
ered an awakened conscience. On 
Monday last, he began to-read the 
Scriptures and pray with the Catechu- 
mens. This was after sepeated re- 
quests to be allowed to do sa, and dil- 
igeut application to private reading 
of the Scriptures. To-day he was ask- 
ed, “Why do you wish te he baptis- 
el?” He said, “ Because I am con- 
scious of many and great:sins, and I 
wish to enter on the way ef forgive- 
ness.” —Ques. “ But perhaps the Eng- 
lish Goverment may net always re- 
main in this land; and yeu know, in 
that case, the Hindoes and Mahome- 
tans would persecute yeu: what would 
you do?”—Ans. “ Certainly since they 
despised, and persecuted, and ill-trea- 
ted the Saviour, I can expect no other; 
but, through Lis help, I would remain 
firm.” 

July 24, 1813.——-During the whole 
of this week, the Hugeem from Rerth- 
ow has attended daily with his sop, 

he Epistle to the Hebrews was ap- 
pointed to be read, to shew him the 
connection between the Old and New 
Testaments. As we went on, his ai- 
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tention was evidently attracted by the 
peculiar truths of the Gospel—the Di- 
vinity of Christ—his suitableness, as 
God, to be a Saviour—the suftici iency 
of his sacrifice ; and the extent of it, as 
reaching to sine under the former dis- 
pensation also. ‘The passages connec- 
ted with these subjects, drew from 
him meny expressions indicative of a 
truly enlightened mind, He has been 
daily also inquiring about baptism; 
and, as the subject has been on his 
mint above two years, and he is now 
evidently decided in his choice, it was 
agreed to baptize him to-morrow. Af- 
ter talking of his family, I asked if he 
was aware of any thing in his own his- 
tory for which God might be justly dis- 
pleased with him. He answered, 
“What have I done, that deserves the 
name of virtue all my days? If I have 
done any thing good at all, it is this ac- 
centance of the truth.” 

. Ganday, July 28, 1813.—This Moy- 
ning, afier Divine Service i in the Gar- 
rison, the Hugeem was baptised by the 
name of Talib Messe Khan, “the Gift 
of Christ.’ They had been previous- 
ly made w ellacquainted with the Bap- 
tismal Service, and Abdool addressed 
the exhortations and put the questions 
to them in Hindoostanee. ‘May these 
prove the fruits ofa rich harvest. 

July 27..—¥o-day Abdool heard of 
and visited two persons, who have fal- 
len under the displeasure of their 
friends from their attachnent to the 
Gospel ; one, the servant of f Hindoo 
Doctor, whom he has served for six- 
teen years, and who speaks very high- 
ly of “his fidelity : the other, a money- 
changer, who tells his mother plainly 
this world is only for a short time, and 
oat is determined at all risks to secure 

py eternity, © 

ars 30.—To-day Abdool’s house in 
Ps city was a constant scene of com- 
ers and goers. The disciples of the 
various Darjahis (tombs of saints) came 
in different Lodies, at one time up- 
ward of forty together, to inquire about 
the Hugeem Talib Messee, and to know 
the mode of initiation into Christiani- 


“ty. Asmight be expected, some went 
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away pleased, and some displeased, 
Three translations were accepted by 
some individuals of them. 

August 1.—To-day the usual ser- 
vices, &c. The Hindoo Doctor’s ser- 
vant came; he said he had endured 
much trouble, but at present is treat- 
ed kindly. He was ready to fall down 
on the mention of the name of Jesus. 
His master afterward came, and said 
he was gone beside himself. Abdool 
only observed, it seemed strange that 
a deranged person sheuld serve him so 
well, and that he should still wish to 
retain him. 

Aug. 3.—Yesterday afternoon, and 
till 'ate in the evening, Abdool’s hous: 
in the city was full of visitors. 

August 8.—To-day the Lord’s Sup- 
per was administered, at which, beside 
our usual communicants, attended Ab 
dool Messee, Talib Messee Khan, In- 
necut Messee, and Nicholao, the eld- 
est of the Native Christian boys, who 
has been the longest with me. It was 
+ season of evident interest to them, 
especially to the two latter youths. 
After service, on coming out, they em- 
braced each other with much emotion, 
saying, they were now no longer two, 
but one, having become partakers of 
the same body, 

Aug. 13, 1513 —To-day Abdool’s 
brother arrived from Lucknow. The 
family have written many letters to 
Abdool, none of which have been for- 
warded ; and a letter which Abdool 
had written to them was opened by 
the Nabob of Lucknow’s people, and 
afterward shewn about. ‘ The copies 
of St. Matthew, which Abdool’s father 
took away from Cawnpore, have been 
all sought after,and read evén by some 
of the principal ladies of the Nabob’s 
palace. At first, the brother reports, 
the ym reproached them, on their 
return from visiting us at Cawnpore ; 
but now no one molests them; on the 
iat yee , many speak well of the Gos- 
pel, and express a wish to see and hear 
Abdool, that they may know more of 
these things. 

Aug. 15.—This morning the attend- 
ance on Divine Worship was so great, 
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that our place of assembly was incon- 
veniently small. Inthe afternoon, in 
the city, the number was also large, 
and the people heard with much at- 
tention. 

Aug. 19.—A Sheykh from the city 
came to declare his intention of em- 
bracing Christianity. Some others, 
who are learned men, have declared 
the same; and wish to come daily to 
read the Scriptures, and hear them 
explained. 

Aug. 22.—This morning the attend- 
ance athome wastoo large for our 

lace to contain. ‘This calls upon us 
to lengthen our cords, and strengthen 
our stakes. Inthe city, too, the at- 
tendance was full. ‘To-day, Abdool 
being unwell, the Hugeem Talib Mes- 
see Khan read the translated sermon, 
entitled, “ Universal Good News.” 
The readiness with which he engaged 
in the Service was cause of much con- 
solation tous. 

Ang. 29.—This morning about forty 
adults, besite all the children, attend- 
ed Morning Worship, all of whom pro- 
fess a regard for the Gospel. In the 
afternoon, the Hindoo Jogi Faqueer, 
referred to in Memorandum of June 


10, was baptized, with his wife and 


child. His brother, who came soon 
after the above period, was aiso ‘bap- 
tised; together with a converted Ma- 
hometan, his wife and two children, 
and the Leper mentioned in the same 
Merrell of June 10. The Lep- 
er has, in a great measure, recovered 
of his leprosy for which he expresses 
much thankfulness. He is a very 
zealous Christian. The other Hin- 
docs are Rajepoots, and have conduc- 
ted themselves with much appearance 


of sincerity, and with seeming sense of 


their need of a Saviour. 

There are now fifteen Catechu- 
mens; among them a Hindeo Byra- 
gee, who has been lying twelve vears 
in a Jungle at Joypoor, waiting for his 
God to appear to hin: at length being 
wearied out, and fearing of the (for- 
mer) Jogi’s conversation, lie came o- 


ver to us, and gives good evidence of 


sincerity. 
(To be continued. ) 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 215 


From the Christian Herald. 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 
Edinburgh Missionary Saciely. 


We are happy to lay before eur 
readers some recent intelligence re- 


«ceived from two of the Society’s sta- 


tions, communicated by the secretary, 


the Rev. David Dickson. 
TARTARY. 


Astrachan. 


Here Messrs. Mitchell and Dickson 
are stationed. A printing-press is es- 
tablished; and on the 20th of No- 
vember, (the date of the last letter, ) 
three sheets and a half of an edition 
of the Psalms, translated into Turkish 
by Mr. Dickson, were thrown off. 
James Peddie and Andrew Hunter, 
two of the ransomed natives, were en- 
gaged in the printing-office along with 
Mr. Mitchell; the former at the press, 
and the latter at the cases: besides a 
German pressman from Georghiwsk. 
From the beginning of September, 
when they first received permission 
from the governor to commence their 
missionary labours, they had distribut- 
ed nearly two hundred copies of the 
Turkish or Tartar New Testament, 
printed .at Karass, together with a 
great number @f Tracts in the same 
language, among the T'artars in the 
city, but chiefly among Persian mer- 
chants; by whem they were received 
with uncommon eagerness, comp'ctely 
understood, and carried away with 
them to Derbent, Shirvan, and even 
to Ispahan, There is every pros- 
pect, therefore, that when the Persian 
New Testament, publishing by the 
Russian Bible Society, is ready for 
distribution, it will obtain an easy cn- 
trance into the Persian dominions, 
and be gratefully received by the in- 
habitarts. At Astraechan also, the re- 
pugnance of the Tartars to the circt 
ation of the New Testament, which 
at first was extreme ly great, appears 
to be considerably diminished; and in 
particular, one of the most powerfu! of 
that tribe. from having threaten! t5 
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injure the Missionaries, is become so 
friendly, as to have received a New 
Testament himself, and to have ex- 
pressed a willingness that others of his 
countrymen should accept of copies, 
if they were so inclined. 

Orenburg. 

At this station Messrs. Fraser and 
Macalpine are chiefly employed in ac- 
quiring such a knowledge of the dia- 
lect of the Tartar, spoken by the na- 
tives in that town and vicinity, as may 
qualify. them for undertaking, as 
soon @s ible, such a revised and 
altered edition of the New Testament 
published at Karass, as may be easily 
understood by the Tartar population 
throughout that part of the Russian 
empire. Mr. Fraser has already a 
Tract nearly revised, which he in- 
tends to send to the Missionary press 
at Astrachan ; by circulating which, 
he willbe able to judge how far he has 
already attained such a knowledge of 
the dialect as shall justify him in pro- 
ceeding immediately to revise the 
New Testament. In itinerating amon 
the Kirghisian Tartars who are sided 
in tents in the neighbourhood of Oren- 
burg, Mr. Macalpine is assisted by 
Walter Buchanan, a converted Cir- 
cassian, and one of the youths ran- 
somed at Karass, whoge piety, know- 
ledge of the Scriptures, and Christian 
zeal, the Missionaries speak of in the 
highest terms. The Kirghisians, the’ 
Mahomedans py profession, are re- 
presented fo be in general ignorant of 
the hateful doctrine of that religion ; 
and have welcomed and received in- 
struction in the truth of Christianity, 
with a gratitude and earnestness that 
are truly delightful. 


We congraiulate the Society on the. 


prospects of usefulness which thus ap- 
pear to be opened ta its Missionaries 
in these distant and benighted regions. 

is the key to Siberia and 
Great Tartary ; and from Astrachan 
the communication is safe and con- 
stant with Persia, and the countries to 
ihe south of the Caspian. We learn, 
however, with regret, that the Society’s 


Val. 


funds are in a very depressed state ; 
and unless 1 ri remitted, its ope- 
rations must languish. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


16¢h Anniversary, on Tuesday the 30th 
April. 

The annual meeting was held at 
Freemason’s Hall: the Right Hon. 
Lord Gambier, Vice Patron and Pre- 
sident in the chair, The Lord Bishop 
of Gloucester, Lord Calthorpe, Sir 
Mentague Cholmeley, Mr, "Wilber. 
force, Mr. Grant, upward of one hun- 
dred clergymen, and more than a thou 
sand other members ef the Society, 
ladies and gentlemen, were present. 

Many were obliged to go away for 
want of room. 

More than usual interest was given 
to this meeting, by the dismission to 
their labours in India of two English 
clergymen, the Rev. Benjamin Baily 
and the Rev. Thomas Dawson, with 
their wives. 

It appeared from the Report, that 
the Society had advanced with a 
steady pace during its sixteenth year. 
Its income was £17,000, [about 75,555 
doliars,} and its actual nditure 
£14,000, which, with nearly £3,000 
acceptances, on account of the Indian 
and African Mission, bring the expen- 
diture almost to the full amount of the 
income. 

The Society is every where enlarg- 
ing in its foreign operations. To a 
corresponding committee at Calcutta 
an annual grant has been made of 
£1500 ; beside the outfit of Missiona- 
ries and schoolmasters ing to 
these stations. A settlement has been 
formed at New-Zealand, where an as- 
signment of about 400 acres of land 
has been made to the Society. In Af- 
rica, not much short of £6000 have 
been expended. The Rev. William 
Jowett has established himself at Mal- 
ta. Christian Institutions are begun, 
or are in preparation, in Sierra Leone, 
at Madras, and Calcutta. The schools 
of the Society are every where increas- 
ing. More than a thousand children 
in Dr. John’s schogl at Tranquebar, 
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are educated by the Society ; a large 
number at Madrass, and by the Cal- 
cutta committee; in Africa, several 
hundreds ; andit appears by late ac- 
counts from thence, that from 2000 to 
9500 liberated children are waiting for 
Christian instruction. 

The collections of the day amount- 
ed to nearly £300, [about 1333 dolls. ] 

It is earnestly requested that all the 
friends of the Society would unweari- 
edly exert themselves, and fervently 
beseech the Great Head of the church 
to prosper this and all similar institu- 
tions. The committee trust that the 
time is not far distant, when an asso- 
ciation will be in action in every coun- 
ty in England and Wales, effective 
aid be rendered from Scotland, and 
their zealous coadjutors Of the Hiber- 
nian Auxiliary, enabled to diffuse their 
influence over the sister Island. 

The Rev. Messrs. Bailey and Daw- 
son, with their wives, embarked at 
Gravesend, the 4th of May, op board 
the Hero, bound to Madrass, They 
had for fellow passengers three chap- 
lains of the East India Company on 
the Madrass establishment, with their 
wives. 

INDIA. 
Calcutta and neighbourhood. 


A letter just received from Mr. 
May, at Calcutta, hes gladdened the 
hearts of the Directors. He proceeds 
with great success in the formation of 
schools for the native children, for 
@ which he possesses a happy talent. It 
appears that he has been enabled to 
establish schools in Chinsurah, 
Calcutta, and the populous villages on 
the banks of the Hooghly river. In 
this good work he receives great en- 
couragement from the legal authori- 
ties, who have appointed him Super- 
mtendent of these schools. He ear- 
nestly wishes for additional help, which 
the Directors will gladly afford as soon 
as possible. He will be greatly en- 
fouraged in a few months, we trust,by 
the arrival of Mr. H. Townly and Mr. 
Keith, who are going inte that neigh- 


bourhood. 


- 
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‘CHINA. 

Letters have been received from Mr. 
Merrison, dated Oct. 11, and Nov. 4, 
1815. In the printing of the Scrip- 
tures in the Chinese language, he still 
gives the preference to the use of stere- 
otype wooden blocks to that of move- 
able metal types; his reasons for 
which, we have not at present room 
to detail. His duodecimo edition of 
the New-Testament costs about half- 
a-crown per book. Mr. M. had re- 
ceived the copy of the Chinese Dic- 
tionary, printed in Paris, sent him 
by the Directors, of which he says it 
is merely a printed copy of a MS. 
which has long existed, and which is 
jn his possession ; he hoped to have 
found it fuller than that: but he says, 
under some of the characters it con- 
tains less. Mr.Milne was well when Mr. 
Morrison heard from him, diligently 
attending to the objects of his mission. 
The Scriptures and Tracts in Chinese 
ere fast circulating in the Asiatic Isl- 
ands. 


SOUTH-AFRICA. 


A letter has lately been received from Mr. 
Elmer, Missionary at the Krall of 
Africaner, who was formerly the ene- 
my of the Missionaries, and who oc- 
casioned the ruin of the settlement at 
the Western Bath, m Great Namaqua 
Country. 

Mr. Ebner writes thus : “ Who could 
have imagined, that the late persecut- 
or of the Christian congregation at the 
Warm Bath, should so suddenly be 
changed; that the furious Africaner 
wouid be turned from a devouring lion 
intoa gentle lamb! The prayer of 
the children of God seem tohave beeu 
heard, and Mr. B——’s wish fulfilled. 
“ May the Lord change his heart, that, 
like Saul of Tarsus, instead of being a 
persecutor, he may become a promo- 
ter of the cause of Christ !” This re- 
ally now appears to be the case ; for 
he is very zealous indeed in reading 
the word of God, and conversing 
thereon with the people.’ 

Mr. Ebner then proceeds to relate 
the circumstances of his removal te 
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this place, and the commencement of 
his Missionary labours, with their ap- 
parent success. Some of the ¢hil- 
dren, he says, begin to seek the Lord 
by prayer. He aiso mentions, that a 
man fromthe Damara country had 
called upon him, who, with great sim- 
plicity, related his experience. 

On the 23d of July, he baptized the 
first fruits of his mission in this place : 
three men and five women. Two of 
te former are the sons of the chief, Ai- 
ricaner. ‘May the Lord confirm, 
preserve, and strengthen them.’ 

On the 24th of September, he con- 


versed with Africaner on the state of 


hissoul. He freely acknowledged his 
sin with much solenmity ; and especi- 
ally tris having been a murderer; but 
e<pressed his hope in Christ, and that 
he would hereafter preserve him from 
Sitl. 

Mr. F.. expresses an earnest desire 
for assistancein his work; and his ex- 
pectation that Pella, which place he 
had left. would soon be supplied by 
Mr. Marquard (lately arrived from 
tngiand,) and Mr. Bartlett, from Be- 
theisdrop. Ue adds, * Brother Saas 
labours with suecess among the Co- 
rams.” 


CAFFRES. 


By a letter from Mr. Read, of Be- 
thelsdvop, to Mr. Campbeil, dated Jan. 
%, 1816, it appears that there is now 
a pleasing prospect of introducing the 
Ciuspel among the Caffres, hitkerioe a. 
wild and hostile race, but very nume- 
rous, supposed to be 100,060 in num- 
ber. Individuals of that nation, who 
have visited Bethelsdrop and other 
places, having heard the Gospel, have 
returned to their-ceuntry and spread 
sfavournble report. A woman, par- 
ticularly, teok 2 Bible with her from 
Bethelsdrop, which she reads amidst 
groups of stientive people. A singu- 
tar mdivitiual also, a native, goes from 


plaice to place, calling the attention of 


tlre people io religion: deci: aiming a- 
gairst war, and exhorting his country- 
wen topray to the true God. Such 
effects ane aly 


dy produced, that 2 


large kraal is distinguished by the 
name of Praying Caffres. They have 
repeatedly sent messages to Bethels- 
drop, entreating that missionaries may 
be sent among them; thus, literally 
crving out, like the man of Macedonia, 
‘Come over and help us? They 
have sent Mr. Read word, that whey 
he comes, he need only light a fire by 
way of signal on his side of the Great 
Fish River, and they will immediately 
cross te conduct him over. Lately, 
when a British officer had occasion to 
go into Caflraria, it being reported 
that a Missionary had arrived, the 
Caffres assembled from every quarte: 
te welcome him. Duly affected by 
those striking indications of the divine 
pleasure, Mr. Read designs to visit the 
country in his way to Lattakoo; and 
Mr. Williams, one of the Missionaries 
intended for that place, has volunteer. 
ed his services for the purpose of com 
mencing the Cafire Mission. 


CIVILIZATION, 


While the religion of the Gospel is 
spreading rapidly in South Africa, 
civilization, its constant companion, 
is making equal progress. From a 
report just received of the settlement 
at Vethelsdrop, for the year 1815, it 
appears that the number of inhabit- 
ants, including the present residents, 
tlhe people engaged in eutting and 
sawing timber, and the Hottentots now 
serving the farmers, amounts to 1170; 
the number of cattle and sheep, 2,672; 
and the number of waggons, iwenty- 
four. 

More than 30 men are constantly 
empleyed in hewing and sawing tin 
her, which is sold to a Mr. K. who 
transports it by sea to Cape Town, 
and for which return is made in vari- 
ous articles of utility. Much timber is 
also carried to Witenhagen and Graatl 
Reinet. From 12 to 20 men are en- 
ployed in getting; others in burning 
ime: and others in carrying salt inte 
the interior. The ve are also two 
wheel-wriglits, six carpenters, twe 
shoemakers, two bricklayers, several! 
brickmakers, one butcher, one tanner, 
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three thatchers. Many of the women 
assist their husbands in gardening, 


making matts, baskets, blankets of 


sheep’s skins, &c. ‘Thirty girls are 

daily taught to knit; and there are 18 

cirls in the sewing-school, who make 

shirts for sale. About 47 children read 

in the Bible, write, and make some 
rogress in arithmetie. 

Will any now say that the Mission- 
aries neglect civilization? Let the 
friends of the Society tell all the world 
what the Gospel has done for Hotten- 
tots; and that a handful of Mission- 
aries have done more in a few years 
to promote civilization in Africa, than 
a host of philosophers could have ef- 
fscted in a century. 

Since the cominencement of the 
Institution, there lave been baptized, 
Adults, 442; children, 239. 

Schools for All. 

At the Anniversary Meeting of 
this Grand British Institution, 
which was held on the the 1Sth ult. 
at the London Tavern, his Royal, 
Highness the Duke of Kent (upon 
a vote of thanks being carried, 
moved for by the 4Ameriean Minis- 
ter) delivered the following affect- 
ing speech, which may be con- 
sidered his farewell Address, and, 
we have no doubt, will be read 
with sympathising regret by all 
who have estimated the worth of 
this distinguished Personage :— 

«The attendance to-day sur- 
passes my most sanguine expccta- 
tions. I haye at former meetings 
looked forward to preside at the 
next returns, Not so now. fam 
about to leave my beloved country. 
Perhaps years may elapse before 
I meet you again. Let me hear 
while I am abroad that this cause 
prospers and I pledge myself, that 
when the purposes of my absence 
are accomplished—when [ return, 
I will place 1000 guineas at the dis- 
posal and use of this Institution. If 


people. 
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Ihave not done it before, it is be- 
cause I had itnot in my power. I 
am desirous this last act—this 
pledge of my love to it, should be 
upon record, I feel gratified that 
this motion came from the Minis- 
ter of the United States. 1 have 
lived long in the neighbourhood of 
the United States, and it was ever 
a grief to me that the two coun- 
tries should be at variance, Their 
language and their interest is the 
same, and their friendship should 
be inviolable. IT return my thanks 
to this assembly.” 

Very great emotions of pleasure 
appeared to agitate the Assembly 
when that part of the Report of 
this Institution which regards 
Hayti was read. The chief, Chris- 
tophe, deeply sensible of the bene- 
fit of knowledge, and of the diffu- 
sion of the Scriptures, invites a- 
mong his people, all those who 
could contribute to their improve- 
ment. In a proclamation in the 
Gazette of Hayti, he says, “I in- 
vite professors of all sciences—no 
difference of religion shall be deem- 
ed an exclusion. Merit and ability 
alone shail be considered, without 
regard to the nation which gave 
birth, or the creed, which may be 
preferred. After 26 years of rev- 
olution, and 15 years possession of 
hard-earned Independence, we are 
not, (says the Gazette,) the same 
Formerly, as brutes, we 
bowed under the lash ofa cruel and 
ignorant master—as men, Wwe were 
dead—our faculties all crushed ; 
but we burst our chains, and, again 
erect, we look upward toward 
Heaven—as men—as social beings. 
A new career is now before us— 
thanks to thee, O God of Heaven ! 
Haytians, says the Chief, be it 
ours to shew, by our lives, that 
blacks equally with whites, arc the 
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work of Omnipotence, and the ob- 
jects of the kind regard of the Fa- 
ther of all!” [ London paper. 





_-- 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


BIBLE SOCIETIES. 


On Thursday, agreeably to the no- 
tice in our last number, the ladies of 
this city, of various denominations, as- 
sembied at the North Brick Church 
for the formation of an Auxiliary Bi- 
ble Society. After an Address, from 
the Rev. Dr. Dwight, the Society was 
formed, the Constitution adopted, and 
the Officers chosen. As many as the 
time perinitted, or upwards of 160, 
subscribed to it on the spot. The Editor 
was not able to procure the list of 
officers for this paper. In a few days 
the Constitution will be presented te 
those ladies who had not an opportu- 
nity to subscribe on Thursday. The 
Articles of the Constitution will appear 
a our next. 

Every friend of the Bible and of 
man will rejoice at the rapid increase 
of these benevolent Institutions.— 
“Fwenty-four have already become 
Auxiliaries to the American Bibie So- 
ciety. Through these channels our 
charities will be conveyed to the foun- 
tain, and like the waters which are 
constantly flowing to the ocean, in 
streams and rivulets, they will again 
veturn to us in showers that will bless 
and fertilize the world, and make 
even “the wilderness bud and blessom 
as the rose.” 

The following are Auxiliary to the 
American Bible Society. 

The Elizabeth-Town Auxiliary B.S, 

The Elizabeth-Town Female Aux- 
iliary B.S. 

The Elizabeth-Town Juvenile Fe- 
male Auxiliary B.S., composed chiel- 
ly of young misses under 12 years of 
eure. 

The Cumberland B, S. 
The Gloucester County B. S. 
. Khe Femate B. S. df Newark. 
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The Auxiliary B. S. of the Youn 
Men of New-Brunswick. 

The Norfolk B.S. in Virginia. 

The B.S. of the state of Delaware. 

The Hampshire B. S., formed 10) 
July, at Northampton, Mass. 

The Auxiliary Female B. S. of 
Albany. 


a 
8 





In the city of New-York, incredible 
as it may seem, we have found some 
who had no idea of God, or of their 
having @ soul, or of a future state of 
existence. ‘To such poor beings, en- 
veloped in mental darkness and spirit- 
ual ignorance, Sabbath Schools may be 
the means of bringing the knowledge 
of the truth as it isin Jesus. With so 
great an objcct before us, we cannot 
but feel strengthened to go on with 
the good work, looking for a blessing 
from him who has promised to be with 
us “even unto the end.”’—Chris. Her. 





REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Verily, these are good tidings to the 
Christian. We hear of revivals of religion 
from almost every quarter of our land, and 
world. Within the limits of this state, 
about fifty parishes have recently been 
visited with speciel ouipourings of the 
Holy Spirit; end in many places the work 
of grace is still continned and increasing. 
Who that reads and believes the accounts 
which are daily published, can doubt fore 
moment, that the blessed ‘** Comforter 
which is the Holy Ghost,” is in our world, 
reproving of sin, of righteousness, and of 


judgment? What, but this “ Spirit of 


Truth,” awakens the stupid, thorghtless 
sinner, Lo inquire with anguish, What shal! 
ldo to be saved? What, but the power of 
God, renews to life, and influences the 
hardened infidel, to cry for merey to that 
Savidur, he has long despised; and to rest 
upon those promis~s, which he never before 
believed? it needs not the faith of the 
Christian, now, to discern the signs of the 
times, or to betieve the mighty works which 
God is now performing afoundus; fer our 
eyes sec, anc eur ears bear them; ane 
great and awful must be that untelief, 
which denies the agency of the Holy Spirit, 
when sinners of every ave ant character, 
are flocking in multitudes to Christ. as a 
cloud, and as doves to their windows? 
Reader, can you bear of these revivals, and 
not rejoice P can you see others, pressing 
into the Kingdom, by hunidreds, aad of 
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feel quickened? them examine your own 
heart ; for whatever may be your hopes or 

our professiuns, you are'a stranger to that 
holy temper, which fills Heaven with “ joy 
when one Sinner repenteth,” 
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EXTRACTS PEKOM LETTERS. 


Westminster, V?. July — 

For twelve days there has been 
the most astouishing, aud wondertul 
revival of religion in the west parish 
ef Westminster, that has been known 
for years in the compass of our know!l- 
edge. Blessed be God, the time to 
f{vour Zion has commenced. We 
lwe under the reign of the Spirit of 
Grace, and praised be His name that, 
be has poured out his blessing upon 
us. The wished-for day has atrived 
—the anticipations of Christians have 
already been more than realized, and 
the work is going en powerfully. 

I need not remind you that for 
months past, it has been a dark time 
vith us. Iniquity has greatly aboun- 
ded, and the love of Christians waxed 
cold. But with trath Tcan say with 
the apostle; where sin abounded, graee 
did much more abound. 

About two weekssince a young man 
vas suddenly brought under deep con- 
siction, im consequence of hearing his 
eratdfather praying for him. Qne 
week ago yesterday, (Sabbath-day ) we 
wituessed a crouded meeting, and an 
wusual solemnity, especially among 
the youth. Christians alse appeared 
much awakened. After the usual ex- 
ercises, a prayer meeting was holden, 
which wasmuch crewded. After pray- 
er-meeting, the young man above men- 
tioned (whose convictions were still 
concealed) invited about twenty-five 
of his companions to call on him and 
pendthe evening. Supposing the eb- 
ject was an indulgence im carnal mirth, 
they readily complied. He then cal- 
ed on a Christian neighbeur to meet 
riththem. Being collected,the young 
ne arose he! ovrnemee them in a 

guage which they little expected to 
hear, Phe scene a an affecting one. 
Many went home pricked in the heart. 

OnPhursday, 5 o’clock P. M. a con- 
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ference was holden at Mr. ’s, and 
although at a very busy season, there 
was a collection of nearly 300 peoph-. 
Mr. adcuressed the youth, and “as 
he reasoned of righteousness, temper- 
ance and judgment to come,” they 
truly “trembled.” WM was at this ine 
terésting moment, that Mr.——(father 
of the young man above mentioned) 
arose to address the essembly. His 
heart was toe full for distinct utterance, 
ead he could only exclaim in broke 
aecents,—“do pray that God woukt 
have mercy on my soul, for I shall soon 
sink into eternal misery !” Judge whas 
was the consternation when this pesri- 
SEROF THE GOSPEL was meade to cry 
out for mercy! The meeting was dis- 
missed, but the young people, not wil- 
ling to retire to their homes, an eve- 
ning conierenee was opened: and 2 
more interesting evening I never wit- 
nessed. About forty of the youth ap- 
peared berne dewn under deep eon- 
viction. 

The following Sabbath (yesterday) 
was an interestingday. The congre- 
gation was unusually numerous and 
solemn. The discourses were from 
Acts 24, 25—“Felix trembled, and 
said,go thy way, for this time; when I 
have a convenient season I will call 
for thee.” A conference was holdem 
at the close of the day. At this inter- 
view a number of acrp, as well ag 
young people, appeared deeply im- 
pressed with a view of their sins. 

Jam told that seemsalmost driv- 
en todispair. Yesterday morning she 
ealled to her father, and read to him 
—If the righteous be scarcely saved, 
where shall the ungodly and the sinner 
appear ;” “and where, my father, shalt 
I appear, ifI die in my sins?” ‘The 
parent trembled. 

Many who were, but 2 short time 
since, stout-hearted and far ‘rom 
righteousness, are now, as we hope, 
broughtto bow at the foot of the cross: 
The good work is progressing rapidly. 
Biessed be God for what my eyes see 
and my earshear. “ Not unto us, not 
unto us, but unto thy name be the ¢ld- 
ry O Lord ef hosts.” 
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Middlebury, Vt. Auzyst 8. 

The Lord, in infinite mercy, has 
once more condescended to pour out 
of his holy and blessed Spirit on this 
town. I think I can say, that God 
has never manifested himself in such 
a manner before. The Church, as a 
body, in times past, have been ina 
cold, lukewarm state, and a dark cloud 
has lowred over us. But “ the Lord 
can clear the darkest skies.” Although 
for a few months past, the people of 
God among us have been too luke- 


_ warm, I trust a few if no more, have 


for six months past felt the importance 
of being engaged in duty, and it is to 
be believed that they have been ear- 
nest in pleading with God for the out- 
‘pray of his Spirit upon us. The 

ord has heard their cry; and has, 
as it were, opened the windows of hea- 
ven, and is now giving us sucha _bles- 
sing as we do not deserve, but which 
we much need. Although our meet- 
ings and conferences have been more 
fully attended for two or three months 
past than usual, it is about three weeks 
since the first instance of hopeful con- 
version took place. Since that time 
the work has been gradually increas- 
ing, until last week; when the Divine 
Power appeared to an astonishing de- 
gree. A number of persons (mostly 
among the younger class of socicty) 
were brought to bow at the footstool 
of Jesus, and to acknowledge him as 
their Lord and Saviour. A number 
are now under deep conviction, a few 
almost despairing of mercy, and a 
number quite impressed with the im- 
portance of the subject. I believe 
that now the church are generally a- 
wake, (and the Lord will not give such 
a blessing while his people are stupid 
and indifferent) and resolve to be co- 
workers with God in this blessed work. 
Not a day, or hardly an hour, fails to 
bring some tidings that such a person 
is impressed, is under conviction ; or 
hopes are entertained that such an 
one has from death unto life. 


Our College, also, is a sharer in this 
blessing, as well as the academy, and 
both of the female schools. May the 
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Lord continue his work among ys 
° ’ 5 -” 
There is considerable attention in the 
town of New-Haven, a little north of 
this place. Several, we hope, have 
been born again in that place. I can. 
not tell vou how many have been made 
the hopeful subjects of this work al- 
ready ; but among all the sacietics, | 
think there must be nearly fifty. 
Williantscille, near Buffalo, ) 
N. Y. Aug. 10. : 
The feeble branch of Zion which 
was formed in this town before the 
commencement of the late war, [by 
the Rev. Mr. Osgood, has vow creat 
reason to rejoice in God its Preserver. 
{fe hath preserved it through many 
scenes of trouble and affliction; ani 
although in his holy wisdom J 
hath suffered its members, though 
few at first, to be scattered, and some 
called hence to be here no more; yet 
in his own due time, he hath gathered 
the remainder, and blest them with « 
pastor. The Rey. Mr. Squires, a wor- 
thy young man, was ordained and es. 
tablished over us the fore part of May 
lust, to the great joy and satisfaction 
of the church and people: and our 
blessed Redeemer has called some in 
this part of the land out of darkness 
into his marvellous light. We rejoice, 
that while he is doing wonders in ma- 
ry parts of his vineyard, he is not for- 
getful of the most remote branch of 
his church. In the town of Bloon- 
field, many souls have been convince! 
of sin, aud have enlisted under the 
banner of Christ. About [00 have 
been added to one Churclrinthat place 


Sherburne, July 14. 

Marvellous are the displays of di- 
vine grace at this day. There is: 
ereat reformation in this place, as well 
as in many others in this Western 
country. ‘The Lord has, in a sove- 
reign manner, visited us, wicked as we 
are: and here let me call upon my 
soul, and all that is within me, to praise 
the Lord. . We have reason to hope, 
since the awakening began, that as 
many as two hundred have experier- 
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eed the love of Godin their souls. In 
some instances, almost whole families 
have been called. In one, the man 
and his wife, and seven journeymen 
and apprentices, have declared them- 
selveson the Lord’s side.. The rich and 
poor, old & young, learned & unlearn- 
ed, all meet together, and we find in 


verity * "Phat God is no respecter of 


persons.” From the gray head, to the 


lisping infant, we discover evidence of 


conversion; but mostly among the 
youth. ‘The conversion of a young 
Englishman, a deserter fren Canada, 
isquite remarkable, as had been his 
previous preservation. [le had been 
condemned to die four times, and his 
last escape was but a few hours previ- 
gus to his expected execution. For 
some time after the attention began pa 
this place, he was shielded with self- 
righteousness, although he had been 
abandoned to almost every vice. But 
when arrested by the Spivit of Truth, 
he was uo longer able to withstand.— 
He becanic helpless, his eyes were tix- 
ed, and he could only utter in broken 
accents, “ he thought he was dying, 
and should go to hell.” He lay in this 
situation a few hours, when his tongue 
was loosed to speak forth the prais- 
es of the Redeemer- 


Jefferson Co. Ohio, Aug. 4. 

There is great attention to religion 
of late, in Austinburgh, Morgan, Har- 
persfield, and other towns in this coun- 
ty: and I understand there is quite a 
revival of religion in some other parts 
of the Reserve, particularly in Auro- 
Ta. 


Bath, Aug. 26. 

It will give you joy to hear that 
God is working wonders by the power 
of his Spirit in this town, and in Port- 
land. About 80 persons in this vil- 
lage give evidence of having been 
changed from darkness to light within 
three months past, and the attention 
appears to be unabated. May our 
God be praised. 
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From the Missionary Register. 
ANOTHER WOMAN BURNT ALIVE. 

The following Narrative is given by 
Mr. John Peter, an Armenian, who 
acts as a Missionary at Balasore, ip 
connection with the Baptist Secicty. 
It is extracted from a letter of his, da- 
ted Balasore, Sept. 6, 1814. 

A. horrible thing was deve in this 
towna fewdaysago. Ocheob, a ncigh- 
bour ef mine, died, aged sixty or sev- 
euty years, having four er five wrmasricd 
sous, several daughters, and also grand 
children. lie used to werk for me, 
and Thad many tieaes been athis shop, 
and spoke there the words of eternal 
life to his sous, and others,as well as 
to him, ofien at his house, and my 
own. Ilis answer was always favour- 
able. He acknowledged me to be a 
true teacher of the way of God, and 
was very religious in his ow heath- 
enisun 

About eight months ago he came to 
me and asked for one of our books, 
wishing to read it at his own house. 1 
was very glad to give him an Orissa 
New-Testament, which .he coutinued 
reading or hearing. About a month 
ago he fell sick; and on Saturday last 
as 1 was returning fromm preaching te 
a large congregation at Mootigun), 
one of his sons returned the Orissa, 
‘Testament: and, yesterday morning, 
I heard that the man was dead, and 
that his wife, aged forty-five, or fifty 
years, was going to die with her beloy- 
ed husband’s bedy in the burning 
flame. } was very sorry: had I know 
of his sickness, before the boek was 
returned te ne, I weuld ¢ertainly have 
endeavoured te approach his death- 
bed with the news of salvation. Alas! 
I cannot help it: the seul is gone. 

I sent word to his sons, thatI wish- 
ed to speak with their mother: but 
they reiused my entrance into their 
house, and desired me, if I wished to 
speak with her, to go to the place of 
burning, which was on the high road, 
a little distance from the town. I 
watched the opportunity, and, about 
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four o’clock in the afternoon, I was 
informed, that the miserable woman 
had been led out from her house, the 
eorpse of her husband having been 
carried, a little before, to the place, 
under the shade of a large tree. Hear- 
ing this, 1 went thither. Finding her 
in the midst of a large crowd, and sur- 
rounded with a great noise, and a 
band of music, I knew not how to get 
to her, but some of the crowd imme- 
diately helped me. I joined my hands, 
and implored the musicians to let 
me to her for five minutes, that I 
might speak to her. I said, “I am 
very sorry for her.”“ Upon this the 
crowd (near one thousand men) gave 
me room to approach, and all the mu- 
sicians stopped their music. As soon 
as I got before her, I saw alfout twen- 
ty women surrounding her, and she 
in a most fantastic dress. Almost her 
whole body was covered with garlands, 
She had on a large cap of flowers, and 
her foreheacl was covered with red 
int. She lad a cocoa-nut in her 
nd; but remained silent, listening to 
what the others were saying to her. 
As soon as I approached her, I open- 
ed the Orissa Testament, and, from 
the xvith chapter of Acts, and the 
28th verse, I cried out, “ Do thyself no 
harm! This is a sin against God, and 
is unpardonable. Iam a servant of 
God and! love your soul. Iam come 
to tell you from the mouth of God, Do 
thyself no harm.” She only shook her 
head, but seemed not to believe me. 
Afterwards she said, “ No, no,” when 
I was dissuading her from going to tlie 
fire. The erowd did not like me to 
be near her any longer. However I 
entreated her to to me; which 
she did, but it was through her nose, 
so that I was not able to understand 
her. She gave me two flowers. I 
told her I did not want flowers, but 
her life. rc shook if head. yet 
I again said,“ Do thyself no harm. 
wud do it, I am free from your blood.” 
She, and the crowd, then proceeded 
to the place of death. 
’ Tam sorry_I was not ableto do - her 
any good: I followed, warning her and 
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the crowd against the horrible crime, 
with the New-Testament in my hand, 
She bathed in a tank ; and then, being 
almost unable to walk, several persons 
held her shoulders and arms, and took 
her to the spot. The flames were 
ready to receive her. The crowd was 
now about fourthotisand men. Three 
gentlemen were on elephants very 
near the flame.—She went round the 
fire, and threw some milk over the 
burning corpse. Three or four men 
were at her back, to shove her into the 
fire, but she fell on the fire, and was 
soon burnt toashes. The crowd testi- 
fied their approbation during the pro- 
cession, from her house to the burning 
flame, by crying out, “ Huri-bul! Hu- 
ri-bul!” [I never saw before such a hor- 
rible death. 


— 


Notice 

Is hereby given, that the Annual Meet- 
ing of the Auxiliary Foreign Missiou £o- 
ciety of Middlesex, will be holden at the 
Meeting-house in the First Society in East- 
Haddam, on Tuesday the 17th of September, 
2 o'clock, P. M. A Missionary Sermon 
will be preached by the Rev. Asa King, of 
North Killingworth. 

AARON HOVEY, Sec’y, 
August 25, 1816. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

The Editor gratefully acknowledges the 
continual inerease of subscribers, for the 
Religious tnielfigencer, and the many as- 
suramces which he has received, that his 
patrens are well pleased in the perusal of 
its pages ; aad that it has been instrumental 
in doing some good, is highly gratifying. 
The paper hereafter, will be ted with 
a new type, that will admit of more matter 
on the same page. He wouldalso inform 
his correspondents and agents, that in con- 
sequence of reprinting some of the early 
numbers, he is able to furnish a few com 
plete sets of the Religious Antelligencer 
from the beginning. Any numbers also 
that are lost, can now be supplied. 
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